New Polyol Syntheses.
1,3,5,…︁-Polyol structures are characteristic components of polyene macrolide antibiotics such as filipin III (1). Iterative stereoselective alkylation of lithiated cyanohydrin acetonides and subsequent reductive decyanation is one possibility for the stepwise synthesis of this class of natural products characterized by a polyol framework of 1,3-diol units.